RICHELIEU

bad sense of the term. How skilfully does Richelieu, cin
his simplicity/ give the impression of his good faith, his
ignorance, his instinctive dislike of Concini, his lack of
trust in the favourite, and also of his equity, his serenity,
his spirit of generosity and forgiveness! He places himself
above and beyond the battle. He is well aware that in
this storm he will not be able to retain his portfolio, as the
reaction will probably restore the 'dotards' whom he had
driven out; but he is content to be only temporarily off the
stage, and not to be disgraced. Louis xra did in fact recall
the old ministers expelled by Concini, but Richelieu, if
he found himself for a time kept out of power, came
through the hurricane with heightened prestige; he seemed
even stronger and greater than had been imagined.

It was he who acted as mediator between Marie de
Medici and Louis xm, and he was able so far to modify
the terms of exile imposed on her as to enable her to go to
Blois. She left on May 3, followed by Richelieu, whom
she had appointed as chief of her council. His term of
office had been brief and inconclusive. But the retirement
was not a collapse. The Bishop of Lugon left Paris, knowing
well that the day of his return would come, that then
nobody would dispute his power, and that the irresistible
combination of circumstances would carry him to final
supremacy.
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